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Welcome to the inaugural MidlandsIreland.ie Gateway to Innovation and Excellence awards,
celebrating business success and paying tribute to the talent, drive, and innovation of the
business community right across the entire Midland region.

While the individual town chambers have always had their own awards, now in an advanced
spirit of collaboration, the four chambers of Athlone, Tullamore, Mullingar and the Midlands
Gateway wish tonight to celebrate best practice in the various areas of innovation and
excellence across the Midlands.

It’s also fantastic to see all the chambers of commerce in the region working with the Midlands Regional Authority and
the Local Authorities to celebrate and encourage new business ideas across the entire region.

The Midlands Gateway Chamber awards provide an important opportunity for the business community to come together
in a spirit of cooperation, vibrancy and optimism and to promote themselves and their staff by entering the various award
categories.

On behalf of the Midlands Gateway Chamber of Commerce, I wish to thank all our sponsors for their financial support and
commitment to making these Awards a very special and prestigious event.

Paul O’Reilly

President, Midlands Gateway Chamber

Patrons Programme - Join a network of businesses and leaders committed to building a better future for the midlands

Contact Angela 086 3891675 for more details

Patrons Programme

Message from the President

‘Midlands Gateway Chamber Patrons’ ‘Marty Whelan with President, Vice President & Angela’

33662 - BOOKLET  18/05/2011  09:02  Page 2



Manchán Magan is a writer, traveller and television maker. He has made over
30 travel documentaries focusing on issues of world culture and globalisation for
RTE, TG4, the Travel Channel and History Channel. His programmes are shown in
25 territories around the world. No Béarla, his documentary series about
travelling around Ireland speaking only Irish sparked international debate. He
writes the Magan’s World travel column for the Irish Times and his show The Big
Adventure, on RTE Radio 1 explores madcap adventure. He has written travel books in Irish {Baba-ji agus TnaG (Coiscéim
2006) and Manchán ar Seachrán (Coiscéim 1998)} and a novel Bí i nGrá (Coiscéim, 2008). His English travel books include
Angels & Rabies: a journey through the Americas, (Brandon, 2006), Manchán’s Travels: a journey through India, (Brandon,
2007) and Truck Fever: a journey through Africa, (Brandon, 2008). He has written for the Guardian, LA Times, Washington
Post and his first English novel Oddballs: a novel of affections (Brandon) published Sept 2010.

His play Broken Croí/Heart Briste, was nominated for the Fishamble New Writing Award, the Bewleys Café Theatre Award
and two Irish Times Theatre Awards. It won the Stewart Parker Irish Language Award. He has currently been commissioned
to write plays for BBC Radio Ulster, the Project Arts Centre and the Abbey Theatre.

Manchán Magan,

044-9666541  085-1418774   Email manchan@ireland.com   www.manchan.com

Guest Speaker - Mr. Manchán Magan

After working in insurance Marty Whelan made the break into radio in 1979 on

RTE's Radio 2, now RTE 2fm. In the mid-1980s Whelan began developing his

television career, becoming the first male presenter of the hit fashion programme

Head 2 Toe. After a stint with Century Radio Marty returned to RTE in the mid-

1990s presenting many shows. He also hosted RTE One's summer lottery show

Fame and Fortune on Saturday nights for eight years.

In 1997, he became the master of ceremonies at the prestigious annual Rose of Tralee Festival. The following year Whelan

joined Mary Kennedy as co-presenter of Open House, RTE's flagship afternoon magazine programme which ran until 2004

and in September 2005 he began presenting RTE 2fm's breakfast show Marty in the Morning.

Marty hosts RTE's coverage of the Eurovision Song Contest every May and in 2008 Marty won the reality TV series Celebrity

Bainisteoir in 2008.

In 2009, Marty returned to the airwaves and TV, presenting his own weekday radio show on Lyric FM from 7 to 10am,

and co-hosting RTE’s Winning Streak on Saturday evenings with Kathryn Thomas.

Master of Ceremonies - Mr. Marty Whelan
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This award recognises the company that has implemented structures in their organisation that have made an
environmental impact this year in business. Nominees are (in alphabetical order)

ENVIRONMENTAL RESPONSIBILITY AWARD

sponsored by  

Bord na Móna are Ireland’s leading environmentally responsible integrated
utility service provider encompassing electricity, heating solutions, resource
recovery, water, horticulture and related services. In the 77 years since its
creation, Bord na Móna has transformed from a company which mainly
supplied peat for fuel into a vibrant, dynamic and innovative company,
constantly striving toward its vision: ‘A New Contract with Nature’

Bord na Móna Plc. Main Street, Newbridge,Co Kildare, Ireland
Tel: +353 45 439000  Fax: +353 45 439001  www.bnm.ie

Dezynamite are a vibrant young design company based in William Street in the heart of
Tullamore specialising in website design, printing, promotional products and multimedia
design. Having started in 2007 it has already won awards for the services it provides
including the Business Merit Award at the Offaly County Enterprise Awards for both 2010
& 2011! Today, it is managed by brothers Jesse and Seanie Morris who pride themselves
on providing 'dynamite designs for print & web'.
Dezynamite has it all under one roof.

For more information contact us and see what we can offer you:
Call us on 0579320758
or email info@dezynamite.com

Just Forests has worked to increase critical understanding of the economic, social and
environmental importance of timber/forests, since their founding 1989. The founder is Tom
Roche - a native of Tullamore, who has over forty-five years experience in the furniture trade
as a woodworker.

During the past 21 years Just Forests has brought the message of sustainability to thousands
of primary, secondary and third-level students on the Island of Ireland - north & south.

Rathcobican, Rhode, County Offaly, 
Telephone: 00353 (0) 46 9737545 Fax: 00353 (0) 46 9737545
E-Mail: info@justforests.org Website: www.justforests.org

Molloy Precast Products Ltd, established in 1980 entered the onsite wastewater treatment
market in 2001. Since then the company has developed an excellent reputation for
developing cost effective environmental solutions for wastewater treatment, rainwater
harvesting, oil interception, pumping stations etc. This combined with the company’s
commitment to R&D has ensured its retention of a solid client base in today’s recessionary
times. 

Molloy Precast Products Ltd
Coleraine, Clara Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Ph: 057-9326000 Fax: 057-932606
Web: www.molloyprecast.com

33662 - BOOKLET  18/05/2011  09:02  Page 4



This award recognises the achievements of International trading companies that focus the organisation to think
strategically about the future and the companies position in a global context. Nominees are (in alphabetical order)

BEST INTERNATIONAL TRADE AWARD

sponsored by  

Tel: +353 (0)1 677 1700 (Main Reception)
Email: info@eirgrid.com 
Web: www.eirgrid.com
The Oval, 160 Shelbourne Road,  Ballsbridge, Dublin 4, Ireland

EirGrid plc operates Ireland’s national high voltage electricity grid and is an
independent, state-owned company.

EirGrid has several roles. Among our most important are:
•To operate a safe, reliable, economical and efficient national electricity grid. 
•To plan and develop the grid infrastructure needed to support Ireland's economy. 
•To supervise the security of the national grid. 
•To schedule electricity generation with power generators and stations. 
•To facilitate the market for renewable electricity in Ireland.

For over three decades, Trend Technologies has provided world-class manufacturing services
to a wide range of customers. We are a trusted manufacturing partner for leading companies
in the medical device, automotive and ICT sectors.

As well as manufacturing complex injection moulded components and assemblies, we offer
related services including product design, tooling, project management, post-moulding
operations and supply chain management.  

Trend Technologies Mullingar currently employs 100 people.  It holds the ISO 9001:2000 and
ISO 13485:2003 standards, and has been certified to meet the requirements of the Medical
Devices Directive 93/42/EEC.

Trend Technologies,
Zone C, Mullingar Business Park, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, Ireland.
Telephone: +353 (44) 9334300 Fax: +353 (44) 9341448
Email: info@trendtechnologies.ie Web: www.trendtechnologies.ie

Isotron Tullamore has been in operation for some 18 years, it has evolved to be a multi-
technology sterilisation site and remains the largest site amongst the Synergy Health plc
global sterilisation site. 
Isotron Tullamore has a 13 chamber Ethylene Oxide facility with newly installed Electron
Beam sterilisation and stand alone contract test laboratory facility, with some 80 people
employed from the locality.    
In recent years, Isotron Tullamore has become a centre of excellence in EO processing of high
end medical devices to now a position where such devices are shipped in from outside
Ireland for sterilisation

Isotron 
IDA Business & Technology Park, Sragh, Tullamore, Co. Offaly, Ireland 
T: 00353 579349904   M: 00353 872 073232   F: +353 (0) 57 9349995 
E: ursula.farrell@isotron.com  W: www.isotron.com
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This award recognises emerging new business with entrepreneurial spirit who demonstrate best growth potential.
Nominees are (in alphabetical order)

EMERGING NEW BUSINESS AWARD

sponsored by  
CELTIC MEDIA GROUP
Celtic Media Group counts itself among the most successful newspaper publishing companies in the
country today. The group employs a total of 150 staff in 5 locations.  Our 5 weekly newspapers which
are the market leaders in their respective territories reach in excess of 225,000 readers each and every
week. Indeed our growing on-line offering takes our total audience up to a massive 350,000 readers.
With a history going back more than 165 years our newspapers serve the counties of Westmeath,
Offaly, Meath and Cavan as well as the neighbouring hinterlands. Celtic Media Group comprises the
Westmeath Examiner, the Westmeath Independent, the Offaly Independent, the Meath Chronicle and
the Anglo Celt. 

To advertise please contact our Mullingar or Athlone offices
Tel: 044 93 46700 / 090 64 34 300 
Email: advertise@westmeathexaminer.ie / advertising@westmeathindependent.ie

Cuisine Royale was founded in 2010 by Tom Doyle and is headquartered in Tullamore, with
offices also in Dubai.  Already employing six people, turnover exceeded 1 million euro in
the first 6 months of trading.  

100% of Cuisine Royale’s sales are export and it’s products are to be found on the shelves
of the largest retail groups in Kuwait, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.  After just
six months trading the Cuisine Royale brand is already recognised as the Gold Standard in
in-store bakery in the Middle East.

Cuisine Royale Manufacturing Limited  
Kilmucklin, Clara, Co. Offaly. Phone: 0579368871 

Hygiene Plus Solutions Ltd was founded by William Harding and Robert Parkinson in mid-
2009 to address a significant need in the market for a company to provide a
decontamination, repair, storage, tracking and refurbishment service in the midlands region.
Hygiene Plus Solutions Ltd. Decontamination Unit is centrally located for the whole Midlands
area in the town of Tullamore providing an efficient, well controlled Decontamination Service
for hospital equipment and Medical Devices.

Unit 6/7 Axis Business Park
Clara Road, Tullamore, Co. Offaly
Tel: 057 93 61070 

• The Flat Bread Company was established in May 2009 and specialises in the Production
of a range of Flat Bread Bakery Products.

• The Production facility is based in Clara, Co. Offaly and currently employs 29 people.
• The Company is unique in the island of Ireland, with respect to the manufacture of 

Tortilla’s and the company see this as a unique selling point.
• The Flat Bread Company received the BRC Accreditation in October 2010.
• In addition we have been very successful in satisfying customer requirements recognised

by ‘No 1 for Relationships award’ by our main customer in February this year.
• The Company sees its continuous expansion route through consistent Product quality and

continued product development to satisfy customer needs and requirements.

Flat Bread Company, Our contact number is 057 9330922, Office@flatbreadcompany.ie
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This award recognises the achievements of companies that have demonstrated business growth, innovation,
entrepreneurship and sustainability. Nominees are (in alphabetical order)

OUTSTANDING BUSINESS AWARD

sponsored by  

Tel: 044 93 900 73
Email: info@blackhall.ie
Web: www.blackhall.ie

Tel: 044 93 45 900
Email: info@stephenscooke.ie
Web: www.stephenscooke.ie

Belvedere House Gardens and Park, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath is a magical 160 acre
lakeside estate with fully restored Georgian Villa, Victorian Walled Garden and Visitor centre
with Cafe and GIft Shop. Owned and Operated by Westmeath County Council the estate is
open year round and has a full calendar of events featuring seasonal Family entertainment
at Easter, Halloween and Christmas and large scale activities such as Music Festivals,
Garden Shows and Athletic competitions. Belvedere plays a very important role in attracting
people to The Midlands and promoting the Region. www.belvedere-house.ie 

Belvedere House Gardens & Park, Mullingar, Co. Westmeath

Tel: 044-9349060   Fax: 044-9349002

Kinetic Concepts, Inc. (NYSE:KCI) is a leading global medical technology company devoted to the
discovery, development, manufacture and marketing of innovative, high-technology therapies and
products for the wound care, tissue regeneration and therapeutic support system markets. Product
manufacturing began at the Athlone facility in January 2008 with 53 employees and the transfer of three
VAC lines to Athlone from various KCI facilities in the US and the UK.  KCI Manufacturing Athlone became
the sole manufacturing facility within KCI.  By the end of 2009 the workforce grew to 158 employees.
Throughout 2010 and 2011 to date,  the Athlone facility continues to grow its capabilities with new
products being introduced,  our engineers working with KCI R&D teams and our manufacturing capabilities
expanding year on year.   Given the timescale, this represents a significant achievement for the Ireland
team which now totals 243 employees.

KCI Manufacturing | IDA Business & Technology Park | Athlone | Co. Westmeath | Ireland      
Office: +353  9064 65063  Fax: +353  9064 65100       

For over three decades, Trend Technologies has provided world-class manufacturing services
to a wide range of customers. We are a trusted manufacturing partner for leading companies
in the medical device, automotive and ICT sectors.  As well as manufacturing complex
injection moulded components and assemblies, we offer related services including product
design, tooling, project management, post-moulding operations and supply chain
management.  

It holds the ISO 9001:2000 and ISO 13485:2003 standards, and has been certified to meet
the requirements of the Medical Devices Directive 93/42/EEC.

Trend Technologies, Zone C, Mullingar Business Park, Mullingar, Co Westmeath, Ireland.
Telephone: +353 (44) 9334300 Fax: +353 (44) 9341448
Email: info@trendtechnologies.ie Web: www.trendtechnologies.ie
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This award recognises a business person who has made a significant contribution to his/her business - whether through
innovation, services or ideas which led to a genuine business growth. Nominees are (in alphabetical order)

BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR AWARD

sponsored by  

MidlandsIreland.ie part of a major campaign to re-brand the Midlands as a
destination for enterprise, tourism, learning and living. Membership of
midlandsIreland.ie provides an easy and efficient way of showcasing your
Midlands based business. Membership of midlandsIreland.ie is free of charge and
you can complete the membership form on line.

You can contact us by phone or e-mail
Phone: +353 (0) 57 9352996
Email: info@midlandsireland.ie
MidlandsIreland.ie, Bridge Centre, Bridge Street, Tullamore, County Offaly

GERARD CLEARY

Gerard Cleary, director of Offaly-based organic food company Glenisk. 
Glenisk is a family-owned company with a commitment to organic farming that has managed through
innovation and product development to grow their business even in the current recession.

Gerard and his innovative company, have won numerous awards including the overall SFA National
Small Business Award 2010

GLENISK, Killeigh, Co. Offaly. Telephone: +353 57 9344000   Mobile: +353 87 653 4368
Email: gerard@glenisk.com   Web: www.glenisk.com

MAEVE O’HEALY

Maeve O’Healy Harte, an Icon at the forefront of the Irish hairdressing industry, is a template of success
and accomplishment in hairdressing / education / publishing / entrepreneurship and leadership.  Her
career epitomises innovation, motivation and awe-inspiring passion.  Her work spans from one end of
the globe to the other, and serves as a major influence in creative hair couture throughout Ireland and
abroad. 

MOHH. Arcadia Centre. Athlone. Ireland. Tel: 090 6476263 / 087 9889771 

TOM DOYLE

A native of Tullamore, Tom Doyle has spent most of his career working in the Middle East. 

In 2005 Tom joined IAWS Plc (now ARYZTA AG) and held roles up to Commercial Director within Cuisine
De France, Delice De France in the UK and Carroll Cuisine. In 2010 Tom founded Cuisine Royale,
supplying high quality Irish and European food products to retail and foodservice operators in the
Middle East.

Cuisine Royale Maunfacturing Limited  
Kilmucklin, Clara, Co. Offaly. Phone: 0579368871 
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This award recognises the work and contribution of a member of the

wider business community.  The winner of this Award will be an

outstanding individual whose pioneering spirit, resourcefulness and

determination have contributed to our community-both in business

and the social fabric of the community- and inspired others. 

It differs from other categories because it is not open to application

and judging.   Instead, the winner will be elected by nomination of

the board members of Mullingar Chamber.   This award is also

different from the other awards in so far as it is the sole responsibility

of the host town chamber and in this instance Mullingar as the

Awards Night is held in Mullingar.  The recipient of the Lifetime

Achievement Award will be honoured at the tonight’s event in

recognition of their dedication to their work and excellence.

THE LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

sponsored by  

This contemporary designed hotel is elegantly decorated, tastefully furnished &
fully equipped to international standards.  It boasts 95 superbly appointed Guest
Bedrooms, Award Winning Terrace Restaurant, Horseshoe Bar & Courtyard Lounge
overlooking private landscaped gardens.  The Hotel has a range of Conference &
Banqueting Suites to choose from and the Azure Leisure Club boasts 20m indoor
pool, Sauna, Steam Room and fully equipped gymnasium with beauty treatment
suites offering a wide range of treatments.  The Mullingar Park Hotel is
conveniently located on the N4, just 1 hour from Dublin with ample free car-
parking on site.

Dublin Rd., Mullingar, Co. Westmeath
Tel: 044 9337500  Fax:  044 9335937
email: info@mullingarparkhotel.com
www.mullingarparkhotel.com
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The tradition of selecting a Midlands Gateway Chamber Ambassador is

anxiously anticipated again this year. This award recognises a business

person who has made a significant contribution to his/her business in the

midlands region. The key characteristics will be their aptitude for the

business, commitment to the profession and their ability to consistently

meet high standards of business excellence. They will have significant

involvement in the local business and a genuine interest in promoting the

success of businesses in the Midlands Region. There are many deserving

business men and women who are worthy of being nominated for the

Ambassador of the Year, the winner will follow in the footsteps of Michael

O’Leary, Owen Killian and Gabriel D’Arcy. The standards are set very high

and this award is now the most coveted award of the midlands. 

Michael O’Leary, CEO Ryanair, Ambassador of the Year 2008

Owen Killian, CEO ARYZTA, Ambassador of the Year 2009

Gabriel D’Arcy, CEO Bord na Mona, Ambassador of the Year 2010

THE AMBASSADOR OF THE YEAR AWARD

sponsored by  

Bord na Móna are Ireland’s leading environmentally responsible integrated
utility service provider encompassing electricity, heating solutions, resource
recovery, water, horticulture and related services. In the 77 years since its
creation, Bord na Móna has transformed from a company which mainly
supplied peat for fuel into a vibrant, dynamic and innovative company,
constantly striving toward its vision: ‘A New Contract with Nature’

Bord na Móna Plc. Main Street, Newbridge,Co Kildare, Ireland
Tel: +353 45 439000  Fax: +353 45 439001  www.bnm.ie

Michael O’Leary

Owen Killian

Gabriel D’Arcy
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Are you an innovative start up, or small
to medium enterprise? 

Are you involved in the biotechnology, ICT or
energy/environment sectors? 

WIN Atlantic can help you grow your business by providing enhanced business
networking opportunities to build a presence across international markets

Join the WIN Atlantic network for free to receive: 

• Funding for trips to attend European networking events/trade shows.
• Access to funding resources, multinationals and venture capitalists 
• Assistance from our overseas partners with queries relating to export and expansion 
• Information essential for businesses entering international markets
• Access to innovation networks, science parks and universities

Local WIN Atlantic partners, MRA and WESTBIC are working to develop a Private Investment Network for the
Midlands. We are seeking Private Investors who want access to ambitious early stage companies with strong
growth potential and who would like to use their vast and varied business experience in assisting these
companies. The Network will offer investors alternative investment and financing options, as well as benefit
Early Stage Companies and High Potential Entrepreneurs from the region, who are seeking private equity
partners to enable them to achieve the maximum international development potential of their business.

You can apply online directly at www.winatlantic.com or for further information and an application  form
by contacting the Midland Regional Authority at info@midlands.ie  / Tel: 057 9352996 or Westbic at
mward@westbic.ie / Tel: 090 6625196

INVESTING IN OUR COMMON FUTURE

Co-financed with the support of the European Union ERDF Atlantic Area Programme
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On behalf of the four chambers of commerce we’d like to thank our main sponsors for their
kind generosity towards making this evening such a success. We’d also like to thank the
sponsor of the spot prizes and in particular the sponsor of the elegant awards, BB Awards:
Bernard Flynn, Tel: 044 93 31572, Mobile: 087 915 2823, Email: sales@bb-awards.com

Spot prizes are sponsored by:

The Bridge House
The Tullamore Court Hotel
Linda O’Brien Jewellery

Toshiba copiers
Fagan Print & Design

Brother International Corporation
Kilbeggan Races

The Wineport Lodge
FBD Insurance

Belvedere House
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