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A
CO LONGFORD vet
erinary surgeon who 
has just returned from 
Kosovo will shortly 

launch an appeal to help rural 
Kosovars get their farms back 
into production. 

Mr Brendan C. Mimnagh, 
secretary of a new Irish non
governmental development 
agency, wa horrified at the 
damage done to the countryside 
bv the war last year. 

. As a founder of Volunteers in 
Irish Veterinary Assistance 
(VIVA), Mr Mimnagh said he 
was horrified during a visit to 
Kosovo by the extent of the 
killings and the destruction 
caused. 

"Apart from the lack of young 
men. because many of the men 
between 15-50 were just slaugh
tered, the most urgent problem 
IS lack of fodder," he said. 

Mr Mimnagh. who returned 
on Christmas Eve. said that dur
:tng the war, 60 per cent of the 
cattle. 70 per cent of the sheep 
and 90 per cent of the fowl on 
farms in the area he visited had 
been killed or stolen. 

"What the Serbs could not 
steal they ate or destroyed in the 
area I visited, which is known as 
Velka Krusha. There are whole 
villages of widows there." 

He said that VIVA. which was 
originally set up as a programme 
ofB6thar, the livestock develOp
ment agency ba ed in Limerick, 
has now registered as an in
dependent entity. 

It aims to provide animal 
healthcare and education for 
disadvantaged people in the de
veloping world. It has set up 
projects in Africa with B6thar. 

"We will be asking farmers in 
particular in the midlands and 
in the rest of the country to pro
vide money for fodder which we 
will buy and bring in from 
Italy," he said. 

"The farmers need this feed
ing stuff because they were 
driven out before they could get Mr Tom Roche, from TuUamore, Co Offaly, a director of Just Forests, with his "KIIow Wood" tea
fodder for this winter and it will education and awareness category. photopaph: Padd
be e. ne t ummer before 
there will be another crop. 



)AY, JANUARY 6, 2000
 

(DLANDS 
~PORT 

N 
:CONNELL 

es to create wood culture
 

ching board, which won an Irish Forestry award in the 
)' Whelan 

'Know Wood' board wins
 
special education award
 

PECIAL national 
education award has 
been won by a Tulla~ore, Co OtTaly-based 

organisation, Just Forests, 
which this year marked its 10th 
anniversary. 

The organisation produced its 
own "Know-Wood" board and 
CD-ROM to create a "wood 
culture" in Ireland. 

The winning project was de
vised by Mr Tom Roche, direc
tor of Just Forests, which is 
based at Bury Quay in Tulla
more, where the organisation 
was founded. 

Few people in Ireland know 
or care more about wood and 
trees than Tom, who is from 
Chapel Street, Tullamore, and 
has devoted his life to the 
subject. 

"I began my working life as 
an apprentice cabinetmaker and 
I enjoyed working with wood. 
When I qualified I took otT and 
went to Australia," he said. 

"While in Australia, I worked 
on a sheep farm where there 
were very few trees and the 
people who lived there looked 
after the trees very well. 

"Myself and the other two 
lads on the sheep farm had to 
use the same bath water and 
then that water was pouree' on 
the trees to keep them alive. 

"That was when I began to 
realise just how important trees 
and timber really were and I 
took that knowledge home with 
me when I returned to Ireland 
in the early 1970s," he said. 

On his return he ran his own 
business in Tullamore until 
1989 when he set up the Just 
Forests organisation to promote 
an awareness of forestry here 
and for the just development of 
the world's forests. 

Part of the work of the organi
sation is to draw up certification 
of development standards for 
Irish forests, which the organisa
tion overseas and Tom co
ordinates. 

"We have lost a lot of our old 
forests and we are looking at a 
relatively new culture of grow
ing softwoods here. We have a 
weak wood-culture here," he 
said. 

"A lot of people are not able 
to look at a piece of wood and 
say what it is and I set out to 
address that problem as simply 
as I could." 

Five years ago he designed the 
board, which could be used in 
schools, public libraries or in 
other areas of education to teach 
people about wood. 

"The board I developed is 
wall mounted and carries six 
samples of Irish-grown hard
woods, six samples of Irish
grown softwoods, three samples 
of composite materials and 
three samples of tropical hard
woods from independently cer
tified forests," he said. 

The board carries samples of 
the ash, beech, sycamore, chest
nut, oak and Spanish chestnut. 
The softwood samples include 
Sitka spruce, Scots pine, Doug
las fir and Lodgepole pine. In 
addition to the tropical woods, 
he also included composite 
wood products such as chip
board and other materials made 
from residues of Irish forests. 

He said making the board 
would not have been possible 
without the support of Coillte, 
the Irish Forestry Board, and 
the Minister for the Marine and 
Natural Resources. 

"They jointly contributed 
over £50,000 so the board could 
not only be manufactured but 
promoted as well, and this 
month it will be officially 
launched," he said. 

The board is currently being 
manufactured in Co Tipperary 
and the hope is that not only 
schools and libraries will buy it, 
but it will also be taken up by 
local authority procurement of
ficers, architects, building con
tractors and joineries. 

Early last month, the product 
won the Irish Forestry award in 
the education and awareness 
category, a prize of £1,000 and a 
special RDS medal and perpet
ual trophy. 

"I hope it will do a great deal 
to spread the knowledge of 
wood and wood products 
throughout the country and, in
deed, abroad," said Tom. 
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'Know Wood' Project 
For Offaly Schools 

A pilot project that 
emphasises the importance 
of trees and wood is being 
introduced to ten primary 
schools in County Offaly. 

The br&nchild of 
Tullamorc man, Tom 
Roche, it is hoped that the 
feedback from these 
schools will help to decide 
the final format of the 
programme, which will 
!.hen be introduced to 
schools nationwide. 

Irish Woodworkers for 
Africa (IWFA) was 
founded in. September 
1989. Since then, IWFA 
has endeavoured to inform 
and educate the public al 
large of the importancc of 
wood / trees in all of ow 
lives, by means of the very 
popular hands-on 
exhibition of native and 
exolic woods - Wood of 
Life. 

Having been seen by an 
estimated 40,000 people al 
30 venues around Ireland, 
!.he Wood of Life 
exhibition has been 
des~ribed as a vcry positive 
educational tool in 
stimulating personal 

responsible attitude 
towards wood and treeS. 
Although woodwork 
students arc the main target 
group of IWFA, thousands 
of primary school children 
have auended thc 
exhibition. 

Ovcr the past 16 months, 
IWFA had investigated the 
possibility of introducing 
into the classroom tangible 
information on wood and 
the important role it plays 
in our lives. ~ f~ 
(rom the <partment of 
A2riculturc' Food and 
J:l>.resltY. !E.oresLS~rvict?1 
!.he Know Wood system 
emerged. 

This colourful, hands-on 
display board, containing a 
variety of Irish-grown 
woods is designed to 
enhance and complement 
other subjects including 
nature, the environment 
and geography studies. 

Over the next three 
months, by prior 
arrangement. a number of 
visits to the participating 
schools will takc place. 
The purpose of these visits 
will be to cnquire from 
teachers and pupils what 

!.he final format of the 
Know Wood systcm ought 
to take before going 
nationwide. 

The pilOl project is being 
launched by Mr Maurice 
Mullen, Principal Officer 
with the Forest Service, in 
the Bridge House on 
Wednesda~ 14th 
September. 

From hcre on, 
responsibly planned 
forestry is going to play a 
pivotal role in \ TWal 
development, job creation, 
a cleaner cnvironment and 
the conservation of 
precious tropical rainforest 
ecosystems, states Tom 
Roche. 'The Know Wood 
system will hopefully be a 
positive tool in informing 
schoolgocrs of the real 
value of wood the 
renewable resource.' 
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Ten Offaly 
SChools to take 
part in project 

on Woods 
TEN PRIMARY schools 
in Offaly wiD take part in a 
pilot project to promote 
knowledge of timber. 
called "Know-Wood". 

The project is organised 
by Irish Woodworkers for 
Africa (IWFA). which was 
founded in September 1989 
by Mr. Tom Roche. Arden 
Vale, TuUamore. 

The pilot project will be 
launched by Mr. Maurice 
Mullen, Principal Officer 
with the Forest Service, in 
the Bridge House, 
Tullamore, at 4 p.m. on Sep
tember 14th next, when 
"Know-Wood" board will 
be presented to represen· 
tatives of schools taking 
part. This display board will 
act as a draft for the 
development of the "Know
Wood" syslem. 

Takes a 
TULLAMORE-based fore t to create' wood culture in 
campaigning group. Just Ireland' . nd to hei!zhten 

---------Forests has scooped a national awareness of forests. ~ 
forestry award for education The handsome, wall-mounted 

________~and awareness. board comes eomplele with 
The RDS Forestry Award for CD-ROM and colour booklet. 
1999. for a wood education It consist~ of six ~amples of 
board. is a most welcome both Irish grown hardwoods 
birthday pre. ent for Just Forests and softwoods. three samples of 

________ as the group marks their 10th composite matcnal (made 
anniver ary. from Ih produce/residues of 
The winning project, the lei h fOre'IS) and thrce samples 

Know-Wood board is de~igncd of tropical hard oods. 

alAwa d 
Members of Just Forest 

collected a ch que of £1.000. 
along with a perpetual trophy at 
a ceremony ye terda) in 
Dublin. 

______,__ 
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'Wood is Good' .. 

Know Wood Schools
 
System LaunchedJn
 

By Eleanor CoOler 
. Anolher 

innovative project from 
TuI1amole man Tom 
Roche. fowllw of Irish 
Woodwodten for Africa, 
was launched in Tullamore 
last Wednesday. The idea 
is to introdll(:e langible 
information on wood and 
the imponant role it plays 
in our lives. into the 
classroom. 

Display boards, 
fea1uring examples of 
twelve Irish-grown woods 
with leXt on each and 
known lIS the 'KDow Wood 
System' wc= presenlCd to 
represeutatives from a 
cross-section often schools 
in Offaly. The system is 
being introduced in 
conjunction with CoiUte 
and received fWlding from
the Department of 
Agriculture, Food and 
Forestry. 

The project is being 
piloted in Offaly and it is 
hoped that there will be 
comprehensive feedback 
from teachers and pupils, 
so that similar boards can 
then be made for schools 
allover Ireland. The 
colourful. hands-on board 
is designed to enhance and 
complement other subjects 
including nature, 
geography and 
environment studies. 

The Know Wood boards 
include ash, sycamore, 
oak, chestnut, scots pine. 
lodgepole pine, beech. 
yew. douglas fir. japanese 
larch, sitka spruce and 
norway SPI\ICC. The 
schools thal bave been 
chosen to start the Know 
Wood System are Birr 
Convent SC1Jool; 
Owlev~S: ~ 
N~:. ~~:-NS; 

" 

Kinmtty N~~~ ..wS;'r·~.. f f;pWto, - who . ate, !projectS gr-'Tanzanja, and., :en30 v~ft; iie ~ 

Tullamore
 

Mount BolusL-'NS;""'''scail 
Bhride NS; 51. Francis NS. 
Oara and St. Philomena's 
School, Tu1lamore. 

MC at the launch, which 
took place in the Bridge 
House. WIIS Tony Dolan of 
the One World Group and 
he welcomed the 
principals. teachers and 
other parties to the 
occasion. 

Terry O'Brien, Local 
Divisional Manager of 
Coillte, based in Mul1ingar. 
Slated that Irish 
Woodworkers for Africa, 
the organlsation that Tom 
Roche set up in 1989 has 
done great work and is 
continuing to do lh3t. 

The Know Wood pilot project for-priMary scbools WIlli Iauncbed last Wednesday 
evenlna, Pictured (I. to r.) Tom Rocbe wbo devised tbe project, Maurice Mullen, 
Forest Service, Department of Aarleulture; Tom McGee INTO; Victor Haines 
Principal, MOUDt Bolus N.S.; Final. Corr1aaD, NT, St. Philomena's, Tullamore and 
Padrala Divilly,IFA. 

He said that the new 
project is a tremendous 
step forward. lIS so many 
people take wood for 
granted. He said that 
11,000 people are 
employed directly as a 
result of wood industries in 
IJeland. 

Continuing, Mr O'Brien 
said tha1lhe lIRS have said 
thlUevery 1.000 hectares of 
land that are planted as 
forest generate 44 full-time 
jobs. _ Coillte plan1ed 
12,000 hectares last year 
and If the private sector do 
the same, it shows how 
many jobs could be 
aeated. He wished the 
Know Wood project every 
success and told Tom and 
his ClIJl!I.YIlWon thal theYI ;~d, ~g ~,be ~ 
haYe~,cootinuedsuppon' IVt~,~,COncem'plarit 

,  -

deligliied to be associated 
with the venture. 

Tom Roche was next to 
speak. saying that 
Woodworkers for Africa 
links liCe and wood and 
highlights the important 
role thal wood plays in our 
lives. It is run in 
association with Concern 
and cwrently in Waterford 
library. 'We have a say in 
ceasing the importing of 
tropical raiJiCoreslS' he 
Slated. • 

He said that back in 
1989 because of the 
conUms of global 
deCoreslatlon and the fact 
that he is a cabinet maker 

' 

--r" _ --:; I 
n}JvI.JNI-70/b:.. I", ailN't£. . 
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he started looking at the 
uses of tropical wood. He 
said that we import the 
equivalent of 2S acres of 
African forest every day of 
theycar. Hedccidedtoput 
on an exhibition to 
heighten awareness of the 
implicit role wood I tt'ees 
plays in our lives and to 
reappraise attitudes to 
wood and went to Counry 
Librarian, Ann Coughlan 
who gave him the 
go-ahead. 

Mr Roclle pointed out 
tha1 deforestation 
contributes a lot to famine. 
firstly to soil <Segregation. 
Where there is good forest 
culture you see good 
family communities. be 

visUedanumbcrofschools 
where tree planting is now 
essential to the curriculum. 
He said that he swted 
listening to teachers and, 
discovered tha1lhere was a 
mini-exhibition that every 
school could have. There 
are 12 samples of 
home-grown woods on the 
board, no tropical wood. It 
is ~itially a .pilot project 
until some difficulues are 
ironed 0Ul and it is going to 
a cross-section o~ ten 
OCfaly schools, which he 
plans to visit and ask 
questions at. 

He said that he visited 
the cameroons. where 

~ 
there are a multitude of 
lifesaving benefits in the f..------ 
leaves. So many medicines I 
come from Africa, yCl7.5~ 
of the forests are destroyed. ---i;..------ 

Maurice Mullen.- " 
Principal Officer with the 
Forest Service in tbe -----"'--- _ 
Deparunent of Agriculture 
said that it had been a 
unique idea to found Irish 
Woodworkers for Africc. 
It was also a ~ idea to 
mount the Wood of Life 
~hibition. And now the 
Know Wood system WIIS 
yetanotherenterprise. The 
need to ptCVent tropical 
deforeslation and worting 
locaUy for global 
deve!opmentwuessential. 

The WOod of LiCe 
cxbibilinnhas..~.'V "-'" 

by-rt"tr4():OOO~<l!"T"lC 

out. Everyone who has 
seen this educational tool 
has seen how important it 
is. 

'The Department are 
hAnn to the 

v~rYhe ~J::t 
~ has been a mbu 
revolution in Ireland in the 
forest sector in recent 
times,' be stressed. 'The 
fanning forestry scheme 
has seen a lotofbenetits for 
rural areas and the 
development of industries. 
We have leameda lot about 
how we deal with forestry 
and we are now opel8ting 
within strict environmental 

-guidelines.' 
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