Minister for Foreign Affairs,

Mr. Micheál Martin, T.D.

Opening of Just Forests ‘Wood of Life’ exhibition
Friday, 22 January, 2010 at 4.30pm 
Venue: Bishopstown Public Library, Cork City.
It is a pleasure for me to be here this afternoon in Bishopstown Public Library to open the ‘Wood of Life’ exhibition for Just Forests. 
Irish Aid, Ireland’s official Aid Programme, which is managed by my Department, is delighted to support this development education initiative.  
I can see why the exhibition is very popular, particularly among students and the general public. It is unique and ‘hands-on’ and delivers a valuable learning experience.  
It highlights, in a very meaningful way, the beauty of wood and the role and significance of timber and forests in the overall debate on sustainable human development. 
In particular, it makes us all think about how our local actions have global consequences. We are all aware of the importance of wood in our houses and buildings but it is probably fair to admit that we rarely think of its origins. 
The reality is that the choices we make in the use of particular types of wood can have detrimental consequences for the global environment, and in particular, for developing countries.
Now more than ever it is important that all members of our society, particularly our young people, have an opportunity to deepen their understanding of global development. The support offered by principals and teachers in encouraging the global perspective among their students is to be acknowledged and applauded. Also, the focus by Just Forest on the curriculum, at primary and post-primary level, will ensure that the message on sustainable development has relevance for our education system and has a lasting impact.  
Poverty and the environment are closely linked. In developing countries, it is the poorest people who rely most heavily on their local environment for their food, their livelihoods and their well-being. It is also the poorest people who are affected most by climate change, although they have contributed least to it. 
In particular, they suffer most from the destruction of their environment and from loss of biodiversity. 

Ireland is very committed to achieving the Millennium Development Goals and we have made them our overarching objective in our overseas aid programme. One of these goals is to achieve environmental sustainability. 
In this, the UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development 2005-2014, the focus on education for sustainable development by organisations such as Just Forests, and in particular, environmental protection and natural resource management is very welcome. The UN has also marked 2010 as the International Year of Biodiversity.
Irish Aid is committed under its environment policy to ensure that climate change and other environmental challenges are responded to and this is why it is one of the four priority issues that cut across the work of all our programmes.
One of the ways we can promote sustainable development is to highlight the links between deforestation and global poverty. Irish Aid’s development education programme has a key role to play in building a deeper public understanding of the causes and complexities of global poverty and in promoting public debate on sustainable solutions. Our support is provided to universities, schools, NGOs, and civil society groups. 
Every year we see an increase in the number of young people actively engaging with development issues through Irish Aid programmes such as the Development Education Funding Scheme, the Worldwise Schools Linking and Immersion Scheme and through workshops on global development at the Irish Aid Centre. This is extremely encouraging. 
We need younger people in Ireland to be advocates for global development and by participating at this exhibition and sharing your experiences afterwards you are helping to create a positive momentum for change.

I would like to wish Just Forests every success in your existing work with students and teachers in supporting education for sustainable development and also encouragement for your future plans including initiatives with professional bodies such as the Royal Institute of the Architects of Ireland and the Architectural Society. I also understand that you are to be congratulated on reaching twenty one years as an organisation this year. 
I would like to thank the board of Just Forests, and Tom Roche in particular, for their kind invitation and to everyone involved in organising today’s event. A special word of thanks must also go to the Bishopstown Library for providing such a wonderful and engaging venue for the exhibition. 
I have no doubt that the combination of the exhibition in such a wonderful venue will provide a particularly enriching experience for visitors and participants.
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