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It is Time to Choose the European Tree of the Year 2014
Brussels, 29 January 2014 – Voting for the European Tree of the Year starts on 1 February, thus opening the fourth season of the contest. All 10 competing trees are presented at www.treeoftheyear.org, where visitors can place a vote for their favourites. The unique international award accentuates the trees' stories rather than their beauty, size or age. The voting closes on 28 February and its results are to be announced on 19 March in the European Parliament, Brussels. The European Tree of the Year is organised by the Partnership Foundation in cooperation with the European Landowners' Organisation and Tetra Pak.

Competing in the contest are the stories of trees from Bulgaria, Czech Republic, France, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Poland, Scotland, Slovakia, and Wales. “The final trees are unique in the fact that they are the living eyewitnesses of many local or even national events, and are firmly rooted in the lives of their communities. It is a pity that they cannot tell us about their histories on their own,” says the contest's coordinator Andrea Krůpová of the Partnership Foundation. The oak from Pertshire in Scotland, she illustrates, would no doubt reminisce about the violinist Niel Gow who composed his songs underneath its canopy in the 18th century, whereas the oak from Kremnica in Slovakia would definitely recall its meeting with the emperor Joseph II.

The Będomin oak has silently watched Józef Wybicki, the composer of the Polish national anthem, to grow up, and it was under the wild pear of Gödöllő where Lajos Kossuth allegedly wrote the Hungarian declaration of independence. A thousand years old Bulgarian elm marks the spot where the elevation of the Sliven town was measured for the first time, and its contemporary, the Welsh oak of Wrexham, has witnessed a battle between the armies of England and Wales. The oak that grows in the Fonte Colombo sanctuary attracts crowds of pilgrims not only from Italy, but even from abroad – no wonder, it was here where saint Francis of Assisi often came to pray.

The European Tree of the Year even has its fearless hero-tree. It is the oak-protector from the Czech Republic which has saved the lives of two people during the floods of 2010. “And if you are interested in rarities, you will be thrilled by the highest grey poplar of Ireland or the bonsai oak from Bégard, France, which grows atop an old dovecote and has its roots burrowed into the walls,” says Andrea Krůpová. The goal of the international survey is to present interesting European trees to the public and highlight them as an important natural and historical legacy that deserves more attention and better protection.


More details about the European Tree of the Year: www.treeoftheyear.org
Downloadable photos: http://treeoftheyear.org/docs/2014/photos.zip

Contact: 
Andrea Krůpová, andrea.krupova@nap.cz, +420 515 903 131
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The Partnership Foundation has been helping people take care of the environment for the past 22 years. It provides them with grants, expert services and inspiration from abroad. It supports quality public spaces, green architecture, education, protection of both urban and country greenery, traffic calming, sustainable tourism and the protection of nature. Along with its four subsidiaries in Bulgaria, Hungary, Romania and Slovakia, it is a part of the Environmental Partnership Association.
www.nadacepartnerstvi.cz

The fourth year of the European Tree of the Year contest is organised by the Partnership Foundation in cooperation with the State Environmental Fund of the Czech Republic, Ministry of the Environment of the Czech Republic and Tetra Pak. It is supported by the European Landowners´ Organization. The European contest is a follow-up of separate national contests, held by the countries themselves with the assistance of the Fund. The goal of the project is to lead the European public towards more interest in trees in their environment, and to promote better care of trees. The European Tree of the Year proves that trees are a topic that overcomes national borders. Thanks to this project, trees can become a subject of wider debate across all Europe.
www.treeoftheyear.org
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